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EPHESIANS 4:11-16 ESV 
 
1. Equipped for ministry 
 

11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints 
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,  

 
2. Ministry is making disciples. 

 
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.  
 
Maturity: no longer self-directed, self-fulfilling, or self-sustaining, following Christ collectively with other 
believers, relying on one another to grow up, becoming more like Christ Himself 
 
Colossians 2:1–2 
1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not 
seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches 
of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ...  
 
Discipleship: intentionally entering into someone’s life to help them know and follow Jesus and obey His 
teachings  
 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  
 
Colossians 2:6–8 
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8 See to it that no one takes you 
captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of 
the world, and not according to Christ.  

 
3. Disciples grow the Church. 

 
15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each 
part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 
 


